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8 January 195. 


MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION 
Subj: Situation in Hong Kong. 


1. There are growing indications that the Chinese Communists are making 
preparations for military activity against Hong Kong. This, coupled with cs 
recent changes in the world situation, has caused British authorities to be~ 
come increasingly disturbed over the security of the colony, They have in- 
formed the U.S. Consul General, on a top secret level, of their plans for the 
evacuation of Europeans and of Asians of British citizenship from Hong Kong 
under exerens emergency and siege conditions, 
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2° Heng Keats domestic security is particularly vulnerable to Commmist i 
attack, The regular police force is composed of less than 3,000 men, largely mei 
Chinese, whose loyalty would be questionable in the event of Commmist attack, “** 
Efforts to augment this force with special police for emergency duty have — Wy, 
seriously retarded by wholesale attempts of leftists to join this force, 

though the Commnists to date have not used strikes to cripple economic cotivity 
in the colony, it is estimated that as a result of military pressure on the Sy 2 
borders, they could gain control of virtually all labor groups in Hong Kong. < 
Several reports have indicated that definite action is being taken by the Chie 4, 
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nese Communists to gain control of internal colony functions. These recent re» * 

ports, although generally unconfirmed, emphasize the following points: a : 
a A group of 20,000 Chinese Communist "fifth columnists" in Hong Kong 3 

have been armed with pistols, grenades and bombs; “ — 


be On 1 Dec the Chinese Commmnists began organizing the Hong Kong rick HR 
shaw coolies; 5 ‘y 


ce Local villages in the New Territories are controlled by Commnist Sen ‘eas 
cadres 
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d. Most of Hong Kong's labor unions have come under Chinese Communist 
control; 


e. Prior to 25 December 1950 the:golitical commission of the Chinese 4th 
Field Army and the Kwangtung government arrived in Hong Kong to instruct 6C 
agents, 


30 Outside of Hong Kong, numerous field reports have indicated a build-up of 


Chinese Communist military activity in the area surrounding Hong fae These 
reports, in general, emphasize the following: . 
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a large scale improvement of air facilities in the Canton area; 


De Troop reinforcement along the Canton«Kowloon rail line; 


Co Movement of 30,000 Chinese Communist troops from Wichou Feast of 
Canton) to Tung Chiang (close to Hong Kong); 


de Rail and highway bridge construction north of Hong Kong; 


e. Issuance of Hong Kong city maps to Chinese Communist troops stationed 
north of Hong Kong; 


£. Reports that Chinese Communists have advised friends and business asso 
ciates in Hong Kong to move out in the near future. 


he The total Chinese Communist troops within easy striking distance of Hong 
Kong is estimated at 77,000-80,000 while ground forces in Hong Kong available to 
the British number only 14,050, Although the British have air superiority in 
the immediate vicinity of Hong Kong, the Communists could easily bring up re~ 
serves to quickly overcome this superiority. Moreover, Chinese Communist con~ 
trol of islands guarding all but one of the sea approaches to Hong Kong harbor 
would to a considerable degree reduce the Royal a ite effectiveness in the 
defense of the colony. 


be As earlier amounced, the ultimate Chinese Communist eer is to re= 
establish Chinese sovereignty over Hong Kong. To date, the Communists have 
"tolerated" the presence of the British colony, because it provided an unmolest- 
ed port of entry for important Chinese imports. This value is largely disappear~ 
ing as a result of British restrictions on certain Hong Kong exports to China 
and of the US restrictions on all exports to China including those going via 
Hong Konge ‘These events, coupled with the Chinese Communists uncompromising 
attitude in Korea, have heightened local concern over the future of the colony. 
Although there is no firm information to indicate that a Chinese Communist attack 
on Hong Kong from within or without is imminent, the possibility of such an at~ 
tack appears greater than at any time in the past. 


DISTRIBUTIONS 
SECDEF” 
SECNAV 






Beast dOHnSO8 
Op-09 Rear Admigal, U.S. Navys 
Op~O3 Director of Naval Intelligence, 


5 
Opa322F1E (4) 


ae Ce ee 





